
Vermont Learning for the Future Shared Values 

At the heart of all systems change efforts are a set of values that guide thought and action. Values 
shape who we are as human beings, how we see the world, and how we create our reality. Values 
are ideas that help us determine right from wrong and how we define the “good society.” Schools 
and society are intricately connected by implicit and explicit values in curricular choices, texts, 
school design, instructional practices, disciplinary procedures, etc. We believe that the following 
values are central to our mission and are consistent with what many Vermonters believe about the 
kind of society we all want for ourselves, our families, and our environment. 

Education for Equity -- VTLFF places a commitment to equity at the center of our own 
learning and of our broader work. We have adapted language from the National Equity Project 
that states: “Equity in education means each child receives what they need to develop to their full 
academic and social potential. Working toward equity in schools involves: 
• Ensuring equally high outcomes for all participants in our educational system; removing 

the predictability of success or failures that currently correlates with any social or cultural 
factor; 

• Interrupting inequitable practices, examining biases, and creating inclusive multicultural 
school environments for adults and children;  

• Redistributing educational resources to better serve our most marginalized students and 
families; and 

• Discovering, uncovering or recovering the unique gifts, talents and interests that each child 
brings to school every day. 

Education for Sustainability -- At VTLFF, we believe that education for sustainability is an 
essential pathway to a vibrant future for all life. Learning that integrates knowledge of human 
and natural communities, an understanding of the interconnectedness of the world, and an 
understanding of individual self-efficacy and social responsibility helps all students realize their 
learning potential while working to make the world a better place. Embedding a lens of 
sustainability in all educational environments builds critical capacity for positive change by 
melding purpose with passion in learning. 

Education for Joy -- At VTLFF, we believe that joy in learning is a birthright of all human 
beings.  Every educational environment should nurture the spirit of playful engagement with 
meaningful projects and big ideas, the freedom to explore interests and curiosities, appropriate 
challenges and consequential tasks, the space to express one’s ideas and concerns, and 
opportunities to develop emotional resilience and social connections. When joy is at the center of 
learning, students are active, engaged participants in the educational process. Active, engaged, 
and joyful students are likely to become active, engaged, and joyful citizens, contributing to the 
cultivation and renewal of civic culture. 


